
EQUIPMENT AT RISK 
Equipment can be damaged from 
power surges, including:8

A force to be reckoned with
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      Lightning is such a common occurrence that it’s easy to  
   underestimate its power. Businesses can’t afford to do that.  
 A lightning strike has the potential to injure or kill workers, do serious  
   damage to buildings and equipment, and cause serious business disruption. 

Lightning is...

Plan for safety. Plan for stability. 
Don’t let a bolt give your business a jolt! 

For more information, go to:  
www.zurichna.com/severeweather

HOTTER THAN THE SUN!

Lightning can heat air it passes through to 

50,000 °F 
…five times hotter than the surface of the sun.1

VIRTUALLY NONSTOP

Lightning strikes the surface of the Earth about  

100 TIMES EVERY SECOND.2

A THREAT…DRY OR WET

Lightning can strike as far as  

10 MILES AWAY  
from any rainfall.3

Impacts across the U.S.

APPROXIMATE NUMBER OR 

PEOPLE STRUCK 
BY LIGHTNING EACH YEAR 4300

FIRES STARTED 
BY LIGHTNING PER YEAR 522,600
DIRECT 

PROPERTY DAMAGE 
COSTS ANNUALLY 5$451M 

Lightning risks

 

FALSE! Lightning often strikes 
the same place repeatedly if  
it is a tall, isolated object.6

LIGHTNING ALMOST 
NEVER STRIKES THE 
SAME PLACE TWICE.X2

TRUE OR FALSE?

WORKERS AT RISK 
Work activities that are at a higher risk 
for lightning hazards include:7

• Construction (e.g., scaffolding)

• Roofing

• Building maintenance

• Steel erection for  
 telecommunications

• Explosives handling/storage

• Heavy equipment operation

• Farming and field labor

• Plumbing and pipe fitting

• Airport ground  
 personnel operations

• Manufacturing  
 high-voltage equipment

• Computers, printers  
 and photocopiers

• Security systems, monitoring   
 networks, bar code scanners   
 and thermostats

• Healthcare monitoring and life  
 support systems

• Communications equipment

Be prepared

AN EMERGENCY ACTION PLAN (EAP) SHOULD INCLUDE:9 

• Actions to take when storms approach

• Notification systems for workers

• Identifying shelter locations 

• Estimating time needed for workers to reach shelters

• Evacuation steps for workers, customers and members of the public 

• Details on when to suspend and resume outdoor work 

IF LIGHTNING IS IN THE AIR:10

• Stay indoors

• Stay off corded phones (cellphones are OK)

• Don’t touch electrical equipment 

• Keep clear of plumbing

• Stay away from windows and doors

• Stay off concrete floors and away from concrete walls

IF A WORKER IS STRUCK BY LIGHTNING:11

• Call for help…dial 911

• Move victim to a safer place…lightning can strike twice

• Have trained personnel apply first-aid treatment and CPR if needed

• Use an Automatic External Defibrillator if needed and available

While only 10% of lightning victims actually die, survivors often struggle with severe pain, 
serious neurological damage, permanent disabilities, depression and other health issues.11

LIGHTNING

https://disastersafety.org

